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R E A S ON. 


| unknown, 
Eſſence of God, coe val Reason ſhone; * 
Part of Herſelf in Eden pair ſhe faw, 
Where Virtue was but practice, N ature law: 
Where Truth was almoſt felt as well as ſeen, 
(Perception half) and ſcarce a miſt between: 


Where homage ſtrove in praiſe and pray t adore, 
By one to honour, and wy one implore; 


* Eſt quidem vera how recta RAT! o, naturæ congruens, diffoſa 3 in omnes, 
conſtans, ſempiterna. Huic legi nec promulgari fas eſt, neque derogari ex hac 
aliquid licet, neque tota abrogari poteſt ...... Nec erit alia Rome, alia Athe- 
nis, alia nunc, alia poſthac. Sed omnes Gentes, & omni tempore una Lex, & 


ſempiterna, & immurabilis continebit. Tull. de Rep. L. 3. N d by La- 
tant. L 3. c. 6. 


Deus, & RATIO quæ cuncta gubernat. Manil, L. 2. 
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(2) 

While Temp'rance cropt the herb, and mixt the bow], 
And health warm'd * ſenſe, and ſenſe ſublim'd the ſoul. 
Pear was not then; nor malady, nor age; 11 
Nor publick hatred, nor domeſtic rage; — 
No fancy'd want, no luſt of taſte decreed 
The honeſt oxe to groan, the lamb to bleed: 
No earth-born Pride had ſnatch'd th'Almighty's rod, 
O'erturn'd the balance, or blaſphem'd the God; 16 
No Vice, (for vice is only truth deny'd) | 
Nurs'd Ignorance, or Nature's Voice bely'd. 
Hail bliſsful pair! whoſe ſenſe if farther wrought, 
| Had weaken'd, ſtretch'd, and agoniz d the thought: 5 

Created both to know and to poſſeſs 1 
What we, unhappy, can but barely gueſs; 
Truth to ſurvey in cleareſt lights arrang'd, 
Ere frauds. were form'd to rules, or words were 
Ere ev'ry act a double aſpect bore, (Chang d, 


Or doubts, intending well, perplext us more. 26 
You Cam the Source of actions and the Eud : 


Why things are oppolite, and why they blend; 
How from eternal cauſes good and ill 
Subſiſt; how mingle, yet are diff'rent Nall "76. 
How Modes unnumber'd ſoften and unite : 
3 How ſtrength of talſhood glare and ſtrength of light. 
% The 


* Senſe: i. e. S 3 in the Philobphical Meaning of the Word. 


The God Himſelf came open to your view : 
You hail'd his preſence, and his voice you Wome: 
That God, whoſe light is Truth, whoſe vaſt extent 
Ofpleaſure, Good — ſeif-form'd and ſelf- content! 36 
Unhurt by years, unlimited by place, 

At once oferflowing Time, and Thought, and Space 
By knowing him, you knew bim to be Beſt: 
(For the firſt Attribute infers the reſt,) 40 
Knew from his Mind why boundleſs Virtue roſe, 
Why his unerring Will that virtue choſe, 

Not ſomething ſep'rate, (as the Deiſt dreams) 

To circumſcribe his pow'r, contract his ſchemes ;j— 
For Reaſon, tho it binds th immortal will, 45 
Is but the Nature of the Godhead ſtill; * 

This learn, ye Wits, by ſacred myſt'ry aw'd, 

And know, that God is only guide to God! + 

This the Firft knew, their heart, their knowledge 


Their reaſon perfect, as their frame could bear; (clear, 


Till luſt of change and more than mortal pride 3 
Infring d the law, the penalty defy'd: 
Curſt by themſelves in Eder's bleſt abodes, 
Poſſeſſing all, yet raging to be Gods: 


Thence 


* Quod * eſt — Manil. L. 4. 


Flle, Legis hujus Inventor, tone Lanes Lator. Tull. de r. cb 
by Lact. 


(4) 


Thence Sin unnerv'd the ſenſe, obſcurd the ſoul, ;; 
And ſtill encreas'd, like rivers as they roll: 


For Nature once deprav'd, like motion croſt, 
Ne'er of her ſelf can gain the pow'rs ſhe loſt. 
But here the moderns eagerly diſpute, — 
« Why in a flate of knowledge abſolute, go 
« (Where unmixt truth came naked to the view, 
„Aud the firſt glance cou'd pierce all nature thro : ) 
« God ſhould an Edict poſitive decree 
* And guard fo firit th? inviolable Tree? 
„This were, for trifles, ſagely 10 contend, 65 
« To barter truth for ſhow, for means the end. 
So They ; But firſt our mighty ſect ſhou d 1280 


God has no title; to our faith or love: * 

To awe ſubmiſlive, reverential fear, 

To hope, to homage, to the grütefül tear; 70 

That truth omniſcient may ſometimes deceive, 

That all-wiſe bounty knows not what to give; 

Firſt let the Critics of the Godhead make 

Such Theorems clear, and then this Anſwer take. 
That Adam, tho! all Moral truth he ſaw, 75 

Yet ſcarce a Motive had Cinfringe that Law: 


How 


* Ale wi > 7 ©EION ANENAEES, 2 ds TIMAI 7 HMETEPAS QGEAETAS 
ys YiyvoyTas, Saluſt de Deo, c. 15. 


(5) 


How could he honour other Gods than Onè; 


— 80 clearly taught him, and ſo lately known? — Q 
How change a ſpirit into ſculptur d ſtone? 0 
How, the firſt morning Life inform'd his frame, 80 


Durſt he profane his Maker's ſacred name! 
How without Parents could intemp rate rage 
Spurn the hoar head, or mock the tears of age? 
Why ſhould he covet? when ſupremely bleſt— | | 


Or why defraud ? When all things he polleſt - 85 


The bridal Bed for whom ſhould he deceive? 
Or whom aſſaſſin, but his much lovd Eve? — 
Hence *twas that man by Poſitives was try'd ; 

And hence behold the Godhead juſtify d. 


The i Reaſoning Nai of man 90 
Serv'd ot as now, when Adam firſt began: 
Much tho he Jaw, yet little had he 7) d, 

Nor known Experience, Nature's ſecond guide: 
See then, a previous cauſe and reaſon giv'n 
Why a Reveal'd Inſtinct ſhould come from heav'n, 95 
Which op'd at once the natures and the pow'rs 
Of earth, air, ſea, beaſts, reptiles, fruits, and flow'rs.— 
Effects, as yet un-caus'd, thence Adam knew, 

The rage. of poiſons, and the balms of dew : - 

| 8 Smil' 


— 
ee eee NB PEN ee A 2 * 
. 1 1 5 % < Lats, i pear e e e 4 „ t Rs D — 5 hs . yy , 
— Fo — ͤr— % — * - y A > x c . 
** P F : ä — eh ; 
— . os Br Ie IE 3; Deinen 3 

4 e 7 Eee is dis 2 B he er Erb aero betta EIA 1="p2- 2%, hat ae wg 2 . 

fs, ee * 1 — - 


(2 


Smil'd when the g gen'rouscourſer paw'd the plains, 100 
Yet ſhun'd the ty greſs, and her beauteous ſtains: 
Nurſt the ſoft dove that ſlumber d on his breaſt, - 
Nor touch'd the Dipſas poiſon-flaming creſt. 

How had he trembled in that bleſt abode, 
Had not his Sov'reignty been taught by God? 105 
Or how, unlicen'd, durſt he wanton, tread 
Evn the green Inſect ; in its herbal bed „„ 
For Life, like Property, 1 is no man's ſlave, 
And only He can reaſſume, that gave. 

[This by the way:] The hiſtory of the F all, 110 
And how the firſt-form'd loins contain'd us all, 


Dread points ; which none explain; and few conceive, 
We wave tor ever, Critics, by your leave. 


Ethnics and Chriſtians a Corruption grant ; 

The Manner How, ſtill wicked Wits may want. 115 

So, if they doubt what, Sound, or Viſion be? 

Thence let em prove we cannot hear, nor ſee! — 
Spite of their Mock ry alſo, plain is this, 

That no man had a plea to Adam's bliſs. 

Grant that the Parent waſtes a vaſt Eſtate — 120 

Is he for that, juſt object of our hate, 

Provided all remains that Uſe requires, 

Or Need can crave, for Ends and for Deſires? 

our To 


(1) 


To point out Evil, Virtue's heights to reach, 
This life to ſoften, or the next to teach? 125 
Shall Man, becauſe he wants a Seraph's flame, 
Not taſte the Joys proportion'd to his frame? 
Knowledge enough for Uſe, for Pride is giv'n; 
Strong, but not Senſitive as truth in heav'n; 


Clear, yet adapted to the mental Sight; 13e 


For too much truth o erpow rs, as too much light. 
RRE AS ON, like Virtue, in a Medium lies; 

A hairs-breadth more might make us mad not wiſe, | 

Out-know Man's Knowledge, out-refine his Art, 


Till Newton drops down giddy — a Deſcartes! 1 35 


For Reaſon like a King who thirſts for Pow'r, 


Leaves Realms unpeoplea, white It Conquer more =— 
Admit our eye ſight, as the Lynx s, clear; 

T' attain the diſtant, we o erſhoot the near. 
Hence Nature, like Alcides, ſaw twas fit 140 
To fix the extremeſt ſtretch of human Wit: 

Wit, like an Inſect clamb'ring up a ball, 

Mounts to one point, and then of courſe muſt fall, 

No wiſer, if its pains proceed, than end, 


And all its Journey only to deſcend! I45 
The Queſtion 1 is not therefore, how ck light 


God's Wiſdom gives us, but t' exert it right: : 


Enough 


; 
{| 
| i 
3 
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(8) 

Enough remains for ev'ry ſocial End, 
For practice, theory, ſelf, neighbour, friend: 
Then call not Knowledge narrow, Heav'n unkind, 159 
One Curle there is, tis Wantonneſs of Mind — - 
No human Plummets can Abyſſes ſound ; 
Agreed ; yet rocks they reach and ſhelving ground ; 
Thus Reaſon, where tis dang'rous, ſteers us right, 
And then diſſolves amidſt th' Abyſs of light. 155 

"Tis Reaſon finds th Horizon's glimm'ring line 
Where realms of Truth, and realms of Error j join: : 
Views its own Hemiſphere with thankful 8 
Thinks N ature good in that which ſhe denies; 
While Pride amidſt the vaſt abrupt muſt ſoar— »50 
Alas, w faciom God is ro be more! 

Then dare be wiſe, into thy ſelf deſcend, 
Sage to ſome purpoſe, ſtudious to ſome end ; 
Search thy own heart, the Well where knowledge lies; 
Thence (not from higher earth) we catch the skies; 
Leave Myftry to the Seraph's purer thought 166 
Which takes in Truth, as forms by ſtreams are caught; 
Leave Luſt to brutes whoſe unhurt ſenſe is ſuch, 
That ten- fold tranſport thrills at ey'ry touch: 
_ Holding the middle ſphere where Reaſon lies, 
Than theſe more temp rate, as than thoſe leſs wiſe. 170 


Each 


* *Ereoy Bains, *Eydoy 4 IIHTH 9 fads, Kc. M. Anton. L. 7. 


(9) 


Each pow'r of Animals in each degree, 
Ev'n double Inſtinct, Knowledge is to thee : 
Th' effect as certain, tho' the birth more ſlow, 


For like the Roſe it muſt expand and blow: 173 


Time muſt call forth the manhood of the mind ; F 
By ſtudy ſtrengthen'd, and by taſte refin d: 
Its Action open, as its Purpoſe true; 

Slow to reſolve, but conſtant to purſue ; 
Weeded from paſſion, prejudice, and pride, 180 
Mod'rate to all, yet ſteady to one ſide, 
Such once was KN IGHT#: In word, in action clear; 
E'n in the laſt receſs of thought ſincere; 


Great without Titles, Virtuous without Show, 
Learn'd wit houe Pride 1 Juſt 1 3 


Alike Humane, to pity, or impart; 186 


The cooleſt head, and yet the warmeſt heart. 

O early loſt! With ev'ry Grace adorn'd ! 

By me, (fo Heavn ordains it) always mourn'd ; 
In Life's full Joy, and Virtue's faireſt bloom 190 
Untimely check d, and hurry'd to the Tomb: 


Torn ev'n from Her whom all the world approv'd! 
More Bleſt than man, and more than man Beloy'd ! 


- = How 


+ Preterea gigni pariter cum corpore, & una 

Creſcere ſentimus (pariterque ſeneſcere) mentem. 

Inde ubi robuſtis adolevit viribus ætas, 

Conſilium quoque majus, & auctior eſt animi Vis. Lucret. L. * 
＋ John Knight, Eſq; of Goxfield-Belle- Houſe in * 
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How few, like thee, truth's arduous paths can tread, 
Trace her ſlow ſtreams, and taſte them at their head ? 
See how ſcarft ſages, and pale ſchoolmen roam 196 
From Art to Art, their Mind a Void at home. 
For oft our underſtanding apes our eyes, 
Forgets itſelf, tho” all things it deſcries. 
Minds like true Pictures are by diſtance prov d, 200 
And Objects proper, only as remov d.— 
Yet Reaſon has a fund of charms tengage, 
Our early Youth, our manhood, and our age: 
Beauty, which muſt the Slave, the Monarch ſtrike, 
Homage, which paid not injures both alike; 395 
Virtue at once to pleaſe and to befriend, 
(Great Natnre's chie, obſervant of ite end) 
Such were the paths the rubric Antients trod, 
The friends of Virtue, and the * friends of God. 
Science like this, important and divine, 210 
The good man offers Reaſon, at thy ſhrine. 
Sees Thee, Truth, Nature, (well explain d) the ſame: + 
Not chang'd when thought on varying but in name J 
Sees whence each aptitude, each diff rence ſprings, 
How thought evn actrand meaning lives in things: 


Or 


* Wiſd. of Sol. c. vii. v. 27. 


+ Quid enim aliud eſt Natura quam Deus & Divina Ratio toti mundo, & 
partibus inſerta? SENEC. 


(aa) 


Or elſe examines at leſs ſtudious hours 

The Thinking Faculty, its ſource, its power S: 
How, ſtretch'd like Kneller's canvas firſt it lies, 

Ere the ſoft tints awake, or outlines riſe: 

How, till the Finiſhing of thrice ſev'n years, 220 
The Maſter-Figure Reaſon ſcarce appears: 

Sighs to ſurvey a Realm by right its own, 

While Paſſion, [fierce co-heir] uſurps the throne; 

A ſecond Nero, turbulent in ſway, | 
His Pleaſure, Noiſe ; his Life one ſtormy Day; 225 
Headitrong in love, and headſtrong too in hate, 
Reſolv'd t'enſlave the Mob, or ſink the State : 
Sad farce of pow'r, ſad anarchy of things, 
Where brutes are ſubjects, and where tyrants kings. 
| Yet in this infant ſtate, by ſtealth, by chance, 
Th” increaſing mind {till feels a flow advance, 231 
Thro' the dark Void ev'n gleams of Truth can ſhoot, 
And love of Liberty upheave at root. 
No more the tender ſeeds unquicken'd lie, 

But ſtretch their form and wait for wings to fly : 
Senſation firſt, the groundwork of the whole, 236 
Deals ray by ray each image to the ſoul : 
Perception true to ev'ry nerve receives 


The various impulſe, now exults, now grieves; 
T hous 91 


(12) 
Thought works and ends, and dares afreſh begin, 240 
DO whirpools pour out Streams, and ſuck them 1 in; 
That Thought romantic. Memory detains 
In unknown cells and in aereal chains; f 
Imagination thence her flow'rs tranſlates, 
And Fancy emulous of God, creates: 245 
Experience ſlowly moving next appears, 
Wiſe but by habit, judging but from years; 
Till Knowledge comes, a wiſe and gen'rous heir, 
And opes the Reſervoir averſe to ſpare : 
And, Reaſon riſes, the Newtonian Sun, 22350 
Moves all, guides all, and all ſuſtains in one. 
Bright Emanation of the Godhead hail, 
Fountain ot living lultre, ner to fail; 
As none deceiving, fo of none deceiy'd : * 
Beheld, and in the act of Sight beliey'd, 15 
In Truth, in Strength, in Majeſty array d. 
No Change to turn thee, and no Cloud to ſhade! 
Such in her ſelf is REASOGN -: Deiſt ſay, 
What haſt thou here t' object, t explain away ? 
Think'ſt thou thy Reaſon this unerring Rule 24 260 
Then live a madman — and yet die a fool! 


* At neque decipitur Ratio, neque decipit unquam. Manir. 
Ratio Dus Hominibuſque communis: hc in illis conſummata lt, in nobis 
conſummabilis. S8 EN Ec. Epiſt. 


God 


„5 (1 15 ) 


God gave us Reaſon as the Stars. were giv'n, 
Not. to diſcard the Sun, but mark out Heav'n; 
At once a Rule of Faith, if well imploy'd,*! 
| A Source of Pleaſure, if arright enjoy'd, 265 
And Point, round which th' eternal error lies 
Of fools too credulous, and wits too wile ; 
A faithful guide to comfort and to ſave, 
Till the mind floats, like Peter on the wave: 
Then bright-ey'd Hope deſcends, of heav'nly birth, * 
And Faith, our Immortality on Earth, 
A SaviouR ſpeaks! lo darkneſs low'rs no more, 
And the huſht billows ſleep againſt the ſhore. 
If This * be hardſhip let the dying heir 
Spurn back his father's aid, and curſe his care? 275 
If this be cruel, partial, or unwiſe, 
Then periſh infidel, and God deſpiſe 
Dor flows it hence, that Revelation's force 
Chains Reaſon down, or thwarts it in its courle : 
Since Obligation, firſt of Moral ties 280 | 
Binds thus, and yet no Tyranny implies: _ 5 | 
We grant that men th eternal motive ſee, = 
Let motive, where there's choice, ſtill leaves them free: 
True Liberty was ne'er by Licenſe gain d, 
Nor are Liege- ſubjects Slaves becauſe reltrain'd & 285 


E Re- 


9 2 : 
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E 14 ) 


Reſtriction ſhows the check, but none creates; 
So Preſcience finds, but not neceſſitates. 
Yet ſtill the Wits with partial Voice exclaim, 
* What art thou Truth? what Knowledge? but a name. 
In ſhort, are Mortals free, or are they bound? 299 
Tell us, is Reaſon ſomething, or a ſound.“ 
Priends tis agreed: Behold the gen'rous part, 
My ſoul at once unfolded, and my heart; 
Too brave to be by Superſtition aw'd, 
And yet too modeſt to confront the God; 2985 
Chain'd to no int'reſt, bigot to no cauſe, 
Slave of no hope, preferment, or applauſe ! 
For thoſe who cleave to Truth for Virtue's ſake, 
Enjoy all Party-good, yer nothing ſtake. 
Thou then, O Source of uncreated Light, 


Hallow my lips, and guide me whilſt I write! 
Firſt in that Pow'r [to whoſe eternal thought 

No outward object Cer one image brought, 

The part, the whole, the ſee-er and the ſeen, 

No diſtance, inference, or act between 7 305 

REASON preſides, diffuſing thence abroad 

Thro' truth, thro? things = the Teſt, the Point of God. g 


As 


Deus totus, Ratio eſt, Senec. nat, queſt. I, I. 


( 15 ) 


As perfect Reaſon from the Godhead ſprings, 
(And {till unchang'd if perfect; ) fo from Things, 
Truths, Actions —1n their kind and their degree 310 
Starts real meaning, difference, harmony. + | 
Theſe all imply a Reaſon, Reaſon {till 
A Duty, good if ſought, if ſought not, 2%; 

Hence in the chain of cauſes, Virtue, Vice, 

And thence Religion, take their gen'ral riſe. 3175 
| God firſt creates, the ref rence, nature, force 
Of things created muſt reſult of courſe; 
As well might Senſe its evidence diſclaim, 

Or Chance sketch out Farth's, Heav'ns ſtupendous 
As well might Motion to be Reſt conſent, | frame, 
As well might Matter fill without extent, 327 
As Things (inſtead of being what they ought,) 
Sink into hazard, whim, caprice, or nought. _ 

Hence in each art the Great, the Glorious warms, 
For Science only copies Moral Charms; * 325 

To 


+Eſt profecto aliquid Natura pulchrum atque præclarum, quod ſponte ſua 
peteretur, quodque ſpreta & contempta voluptate, optimus quiſque ſequere- 
tur. Tull. de Senect. | SHEAR DEVEL TOW Bok: 6 
Quodque Vere dicimus, etiamſi a nullo laudetur, Natura eſt laudabile. Idem 
de Offic. | RAS 

Etenim illud ipſum quod Honeſtum Decorumque dicimus per ſe, nobis placet 
animoſque omnium Natura & ſpecie ſua commovet. Ibid. L. 2. c. 


* ESO U ATAOON à dv urs EAYTOY ENEK A 1 weerw x adragxes. Ariſt. Rhet. c. 6. 
Ita quod non poteſt in Veritate fieri, id [Antiqui] non putaverunt, in ima- 
ginibus factum, poſſe certam Rationem habere. Omnia enim certa proprietate 
& a veris Naturæ deductis Moribus traduxerunt in operum perfectiones, & ea 
probaverunt quorum explicationes in Diſpurarionibus Rationem pofſunt habere 
1 . be? 04% > cv 5105 Aa S INI 


42 2 
” Ari. 
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To nobler beauty thence the Mind proceeds, 

The union, colouring, and force of deeds ; 

Swells in the hero's cauſe with vaſt eſteem, 

Pants for the Patriot, and would more than ſeem. 
Labours with Brutus in the ſtern Decree, 330 
Yet whiſpers midſt his tears, O Rome be free! 

| Envies at Utica the ſtoic ſword, 

Or bleeds at Carthage, Martyr to its word! + 
Theſe truths congenial, nor devis'd tho' found, 


Live in each age, | and ſhoot from evry ground; 
Bloom or on Albion s, or on India's coaſt, 336 


Midſt 227 inia's flames, or Zembla s froſt. 


* Yet flill the + Wi ts and Moralifts exclaim 
That Virtue's caſual oft, and oft a name: 


* At Eſperanza's Cape (or Feſuits lie) 340 

« Their Baptiſm's Urine, and their God a Fly; 

* Old Cato ſagely vers'd in Stoic Laws, 

* Still hackuey d out his i fe to ſerve the Cauſe, 
And Inceſt, for th' Advantage of a Nation 

«* Was ſacred made by Spartan Toleration : 345 

« * Midft Tartary's Deſarts, aud Cathaya's Sands, 
In their Horſe-ſoop the natives waſh their hands, 


— 


( One 


2 Atil. n Horat L. 3. re Mothe le Vayer; ſon Opus. 
| Locke's Humen Underſtand, L. 1. G3, 


(87-3 


One drop of urine in their chamber ſpilt 

* Is certain. death, inexprable guilt ! * 
* For a huge Whore, ſee Heroes, Ri ings at firife ; 3 50 
But never Virgin there was made a Wife.” + 
Of all Aſſertions, theſe indeed are chief 

T” excite compaſſion, tho not ſhake belief: 


Since from an agent's want of taſte or skill, 


It flows not that the rule muſt needs be 8 


For Truth exiſts abſtracted from the mind, 

And Nature's Laws are Laws, tho' man be blind. 
REAsON at moſt, but imitates the Sun, 

To each is various, and to ALL is one: 


Per ſect conſider' d in its ſelf tis true, 36⁰ 


And yet imperfect as exerted too: 
The Mental Pow'r eternal, equal, fixt, 
The human act unequal, caſual, mixt — _ 
And if ſuch dormant Reaſon bears no fruit, 
Dead in the branch, ;tho* real at the root, 365 
Defect and actual Ignorance are one. 
For uſeleſs Talents are the ſame as none ; 
All men may catch the lights of truth tis true, 
But the great Queſtion is, if all men do? 

* Oh but, ſays one, if Reaſon comes fromheau'n, 370 
Nature, or God muſt deal the Bleſſing ev n: 


TT) 


Agreed: and in a prior ſenſe they do; 
But itill t'improve the gift devolves on you:“ 
Reaſon in this reſpect I boldly fay, ; 
(And fo do thouſands, ſchool-men, church-men „lay-) 
No more is natural and . ³ð³ 
Than love, or luſt, or pride, or hate, or ſcorn: 
"Tis man's texert, exalt, ſubject, impart ; 
Here lies the Honeſty and here the Art. 

Tis his, t improve good ſenſe, but none create, 380 
Ty'd down to ſpend no more than his eſtate: 
To ſtrike no notion out, no truth deduce, 


” But juſt as nature ſow'd the ſeeds for uſe. 


This Inſtance urg d and drawn from mental pow'rs, 
Earth each day teſtifies in trees and flow'rs: 388 
Culture with skill, and ſcience join'd with Toil, 
Teach Perſia a's peach to bloom in Albon's ſoil, 

As truly nature's produce here, as there 

In its own ſunſhine and its ſpicy air.— 
For truth, like earth made barren by the fall 390 

juſt as men labour, tribute pays to all: 

Plain, if kind Heav'n two bleſſings ſhall impart, 
A reaſonable head, and upright heart: 


For 


* Semina, in corporibus humanis divina diſperſa ſunt, quæ fi bonus Cultor 
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For plainneſs riſes in a giv'n degree 
As men are honeſt, and as men can ſee— 395 

What's Ethic to the true pains-taking man, 

Who never thinks and cheats but all he can? 
What's h- ftsb-y's hairs-breadth morals at the Change ? 
Or Tindal's fitneſs at Philemon's Grange? 

Or ſolid Reas'ning to the headſtrong youth, 
His Tator, Pain, Experiment his Truth ? 


In ſhort, one ſentence may the whole diſcuſs — 


As WE WITH Tarn, TRUTH COINCIDES WITH Us: 
This boults the matter fairly to the bran, 


And nothing more wits, bards, deans, doctors can. 
NarTuRE like God, ne'er felt the leaſt decay; 


But human nature has, and oft ſhe may : 
Full in the child th' unſinew'd fire appears, 
More weak by growth, more infantine by years; 


And ductile vice each new impreſſion takes, 410 


Paſlive as air, which ev'ry motion ſhakes. 

Like ſome true Roman Dome Mankind appears, 
The pile impair'd, but not o'erwhelm'd by Years : 
Ev'n the remains ſtrength, beauty, uſe impart, 
And, faint, or rough, are equal proofs of art: 415 
Yet nothing but the firſt-creating hand 


Shall fill the ſhadowy lines, or new command, 


ee ET oa Te . 


(20 
Bid the ſtretch'd roof to ſwell, the arch to bend. 
The wings to widen, and the front extend! 


Let as true madmen, moſt their friends ſuſpect; 
So Wits for this, ſhall ev'n their God reject | 42z 
Not that my verſe Right Reaſon would controll, 
True Freedom limit, or contract the Soul; 
Th' exchange were one to bigotry from pride, 
A hairs - breath ſerves to join them, or divide; 425. 
Yet proper decencies muſt {till be had, 
Not meanly tim'rous we, nor vainly mad: 
Reaſon, like Iſrael, Horeb's place deſcries, 
But if ſhe gazes wantonly, ſhe dies: 
If well-attemper'd, her ethereal light 430 
Will tix our ſlippery ſteps, and gild our night: 


Or elſe at moſt we run a raſh career, 


Or fare like pilots, who by meteors ow: 
For, like a mark ſhe's faithful to the view, 
But juſt as diſtance, force, and aim are true: 435 
Then guide, and judge, and guardian ofour ways 
Teſt of our deeds, and umpire of our praiſe, 
Source of our joy, and bound'ry of our grief, 
Anchor of hope, and pilot of belief 

True to the clear, unbiaſt, humble ſoul, 440 
Which trembling eie her, as the ſteel its pole! 


Net 
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Yet ah, how few ev'n antient times beheld, 
(When Greece and Rome in arms and arts excel'd) 
Who thro' life's maze the ſteps of Nature trod, 
Reaſon their guide, and Truth their unknown God? 
The Stagyrite, who bold to heav'n could 121 446 
Trembled at laſt to die, and be no more; 
Gods, angels, glories op'd on Plato's view, 

Yet judgmentquench'dthe flames which rapture blew: 
Midſt myriads, who but Socrates appears 450 
'The birth, pride, effort of three thouſand years ! 


N othing the reſt, or worſe than nothing meant, * 


God was but Chance, and Virtue but Conſent, 
At beſt the Hero's was an impious name; 
Free Patriots while they bled were ſlaves to fame; 


Ev'n Hell was fable, and their bleſt abodes 45 


Of Brutes a Synod, or a Mob of Gods! 


What Bramin yet, what Sage of Rome or Greece 


Ere form'd one moral Syſtem of a piece? 
He therefore beſt infers who ſteers by fact, 4⁰ 


And wan not Reaſon's Pow'r, but Reaſon” s At: 


G Which 


* Non Philoſophorum Judicia, ſed delirantium ſomnia. Toll. de Nat. 
Deor. L. 1. 


2 * Ne n 
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Which of thoſe mighty antients ever drew 
The Whole of Ethics juſtly round and true . 
Had Miſſion or to prophecy or preach? _ 
Sanction t' excite, Authority to teach? 43 
Nay, ev'n their Rule of Morals and of Life 7 
Was often wrong, oft various, oft at ſtrife — 

'Gainſt State or Prieſt they little durſt TY 
Their lips ſcarce breath'd the truths that-ſcorch'd 
their heart: Dis 
Tho modern Scriblers, aſlelutely geg 210 90 
Boaſt much of antient boundleſs libertj 
Hence Samos Sage the current raith- advis'd, 


Hence Plato trim'd his Creeds, and temporiz * 

And Greece for one man's head in holy rage, 
[A ſtrange example in that nod rate age! 475 
More Art employ'd, more Premiums iſſuꝰ'd forth, 
Than all our modern Deiſts heads are worth. 

| Nay half the ſource of moſt the antients knew, 
From Noah they, as He from Eden drew: 
Whence Truth in ſecret pipes to Memphis paſt, 480 
Thence ſtrain'd thro Jeu), water'd Aſia laſt. 
8 = 

* Veritatem & divinæ Religionis Arcanum Philoſophi attigerunt, fed ailis re- 
fellentibus, defendere id quod invenerant, nequiverunt, dan ſingulis ratio non 


quadravit, nec ea, quæ vera ſenſerant, in ſummam redigere potuerant. Lac- 
tant. de div. Præm. 


4 Diagoras. 
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So Nilus wanders myſtic in its low, | 
And Columns toſt from Tempe feed the Po. 
Now too, Wit's Titans ſpite of all their boaſt, 
But combat God with his own arms at moſt; '48; 
The truths they boaſt of, and the rules they know, 
Seen not, or own'd not, firſt from Scripture flow. 
So painters us'd to copy, ſeem tinvent, 


Of aid unconſcious, and in theft content. 
Faith ſtrikes the light, but pride aſſumes the fame, 
Sure, like th' oblig'd tefface her patron's name: 491 
For as when vig rous breezes drive a | TO 
Earth ſeems to ſtretch, and lab rings floats to meet, * 


(Solid herſelf and fixt ) So here tis Thus: 3 
Nor we to God, but God acccdes to- 5. 1 085 


For ah, evn here where life a journey runs, 
Bleſt with new day- light and with nearer Prog 
Virtue's dim lights by God's own hand ſupplied, | 
With Sanction ſtrengthen d, honour'd with a Guide, 
How few (except inſtructed firſt and led) 500 
Can thrid the Maze, or touch the Fountain's head ? 
Obſerve a Mean twixt Bigotry and Pride, 

Hit the ſtrait way, or err not in the wide? 


* Qua nn navi, fertur, cum ſtare videtur: 
Quæ manet in Statione, ea præter creditur ire; 
Et fugere ad puppim colles, campique videntur. LucR ET. L. 4 
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If Reaſon then ſcarce finiſhes the Beſt, 
Th' unbiaſt Few, how. fares it with the reſt? 565 
Where Error holds at leaſt a dubious ſway, = 
Where all is warring Thought, and twilight Day; * 
Where Prepoſſeſſi on warps the ductile mind, 
Where blindfold Education leads the blind: 
Where Int reſt buſles, al Cyftoms guide, 570 
And flrong Defires pour on us like a tide ; 
Where Indolence is never at a loſs, 


But ſaunters on to Heavn, a Saint in groſs: 
Where Wit muſt mince a Gnat (its throat fo ſmall J 


Where Tgnorance an Oſtrich gorges all: 515 


Where Zeal her unknown vow of Fall! Keeps 
And Superflirion like an Idiot WEEP® , 


Where Perſecution lifts its iron rod, 
Bad for good ends, the butcher of the God: 
Where Pride ſtill liſt ning to herſelf appears, 520 


New forms earth's orbit, and new rolls the ſpheres, 


Holds ev'n th' Almighty in her airy chain, 
1 Gives back his laws, well meant, but meant in vain: 
Its bravery at beſt a blund'ring hit, 
Its freedom treaſon, obloquy its wit; 525 
Its 
* Homo non ut Matre, ſed ut a Noverca, Natura editus eſt. in vitam. 


| in quo tamen ineſt tanquam obrutus, quidam divinus Ignis ingenii & mentis. Tull 
10 de Rep. L. 3. Preſerv'd by St. Auſtin, Contr. Pel. L. 4. 
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Its vaſt requeſt juſt purely to declaim, 
And the dear little licenſe — to blaſpheme ; — 
Say, can cool Virtue here diſſuade from ill ? 
Or exil'd Reaſon — Pandar to the Will? — 


At moſt a Voice or Miracle may fave, 530. 


And only Terrors ſnatch us from the grave! 
Suppoſe ¶ tho we diſown it oft to be] 

Man from theſe Errars and theſe Paſſons free; 
Well taught by Art, by Nature well änclin'd, 


Steady of Judgment, tractable of Mind, 335 


The firſt ſtep's his, (the giving folly o er,) 
The laſt, to practiſe truth, is ten times more. 
Ah me, what lengths of valley yet remain, 


Still out of reach and often out of view! _ 
Then gracious God, how well doſt thou provide 

For erring Reaſon an unerring Guide! 

To ſilence explanation [Miſtry 5 foe]. 

To lead the tim'rous, and exalt the . * 845 

Ev'n to the beſt, las all are oft perplext! 


Inſtructive, as true Comments to a text. " + id. 
Then let each hour's new whim the Witliog g8 £ well, 
Heay” n let” em tutor, and extinguiſh hell: 


What hills to climb, ere Reaſon's height he gain? 
| What ſtrength to toil, what labour to purſue, 540 


| Reful 
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Refuſe to truſt omniſcience on its troth, 550. 
Yet take a lawyer's Word, or harlot's Oath; 

Then Bizots, when gainſt Big gots they complain, 
And only ji Wulur, becauſe they” re vain* 

Grant none but they the narrow Path can hit — 
When will two Wits allow each other Wit? 558 
Far other views the ſolid mind employ, 

A bounded proſpect, but a ſurer joy ; = _ 
True Knowledge when ſhe conquers or abſtains, 
Like the true Hero, equal glory gains. 
This, this is Science, ſacred in its „ 
True to the views of heay' n, one's ſelf, a friend: 
The earlieſt ſtudy, as the lateſt care, - 
The ſureſt refuge and the only pray'c. 
O Thou, the God, who high in Heav'n preſides, 
* Whoſe eye overſees me, and whoſe wiſdom guides, 
* Deal me that Portion of Content and Reft, nn 
« That unknown Health, and Peace, which ſuit me be eſt: 
Fade me from all the Guilt, and all the Pain, 
« That luſt of pleaſure brings, and luft of Sain; 5 
« Ty Trial fix me, aud in Peril ſpade, 3 
6 We Foes protect 75 Lainft 2 Paſſions 2d; 
* Cæterum profana Philoſophiæ curba iperitortum, vana Sanctitudinis, — 


vere rationis, inops religionis, impos veritatis, ſerupuloſiſſimo cultu, inſolentiſ- 


ſimo ſpretu Deos negligit, pars in Superſtitionem, Pars in contemptum, timida, 
vel tumida. Apul. de Deo Socr. 
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: « b 2 ealth my guardiay, and in Want my 926. 

IJ ,·-ꝗĩÜ a. mean Flattery, aud druukes Pride: 

* With Life's more dear Senſations warm my | beart, ; 
© Tranſport to feel, Benexuleuce timpart, 3575 
Each homefelt Joy, each publick Duty ſend, 
* Make me, and give me, all things in the Friend! 
But moſt protect and guard me in a Mind, 
Nor raſhly bold, nor abjectiy re ſign d: 
And oh, when Intereſt ev'ry Virtue hides, 380 
M ben Error blinds, and Prejudice miſguides, 
* Alike thy Grace, alike thy Truth impart, © 
ky * Bean on m Soul, and triump ver my. Heart ! 
Thus let me liste wnbea 4 of, or forgot, 
* My wealth Content, | rarle 5 Silence, ruth my Lot; 585. 
«* Thy Word , 0 God! ! my Science aud Delight, 
* Tak of my Day, Reflection of my N = 

© There taught, that he who ſuffers is but try d, 
And be who wanders, till may find a guide, 
Fanction with Truth, Reward with Virtue join'd, 
: * Life without end, and Laws that reach the mind! 500 
Happy the Man, that ſuch a Guide can take, 
* hoſe Attribute ic, Never To ForSAKE ! 
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Deſine quapropter novitate exterritus ipſe 
ed magis acri 


FExupere ex animo Rationem, 


Judicio perpende, & ſi tibi vera videtur 
Dede manus, aut ſi falſa eſt; accingere contra. 
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